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As Chair of the New Brunswick Law Foundation, I am pleased to present the Annual Report for the fiscal 
year ended April 30, 2020.

The Foundation’s central focus is to receive and distribute funding to support initiatives that will improve 
access to justice for the people of New Brunswick. The Foundation’s revenues are primarily derived from 
interest earned on lawyers’ mixed trust accounts maintained in financial institutions.  The Board meets 
twice during the fiscal year to review grant requests and to determine investment and general adminis-
trative policies.  

Revenues are tied to the prime lending rate set by the Bank of Canada, and have been steady through-
out most of 2019-20, surpassing $1.6M for the fiscal year. During March 2020 however, the prime rate 
decreased multiple times, and as a result, minimum rates of interest were reached. These reductions, 
coupled with the market volatility brought on by the economic uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
may significantly impact revenues for the coming fiscal year. 

To moderate the effect of downturns in revenues, the Foundation maintains a reserve fund which is 
invested in marketable securities with a wealth manager. Revenue forecasts will be closely monitored by 
the Board during 2020-21. The Foundation has sufficient reserves and conservative operating costs which 
will allow current grant levels to be sustained for the foreseeable future. 

During the year, the Foundation reviewed eleven applications for funding, of which ten were approved, 
for a total of $1,038,766 in grants. Details of these programs and projects are included in this report. I en-
courage those who would have innovative programs or projects that are in keeping with the Foundation’s 
mandate to contact the Foundation office to obtain more information on project funding. Application 
forms and guidelines are available on the New Brunswick Law Foundation’s website at www.nblf-fdnb.ca 

In September 2019, the Foundation was pleased to host the annual conference for the Association of  
Canadian Law Foundations in Fredericton, NB. Law foundation members from 13 jurisdictions across 
Canada were in attendance for the 3-day event.  

The accounts of the Foundation have been examined by the accounting firm of Bringloe Feeney LLP.  
The audited financial statements for the fiscal year form part of this report.

In January, the Foundation hired Christa Greer as its Executive Director, replacing Monique McLeod, 
who retired on November 30, 2019. On behalf of the Foundation, I thank Monique for her dedicated and 
professional service.

Finally, I would like to thank the Foundation’s Directors for their time, interest, and collaborative spirit 
throughout the year. 

Patrick Ervin 
Chairperson
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Purpose
The New Brunswick Law Foundation (Foundation) was 
established in 1975 by an amendment to the Barristers’ 
Society Act (now the Law Society Act, 1996). By legisla-
tion, this amendment directed that the interest earned on 
lawyers’ mixed trust accounts be paid to the Foundation. 

The purposes for which the Foundation’s funds can be 
used are stipulated by statute. These are:

• Legal aid,
• Legal research,
• Legal education,
• Law reform,
• Law libraries,
• Bursaries and scholarships for the study of law,
• All other things that are, in the opinion of the

Board, incidental or conducive to the attainment of
the purposes referred to above.

Board Of Directors
The Foundation is administered by a board of directors 
appointed by the Law Society of New Brunswick. Five  
directors, including the chairperson, are required to  
be members of the Law Society and two directors are ap-
pointed as public representatives. At year-end on April 
30, 2020, the members of the Board of Directors were:

Patrick Ervin, Chair (appointed April 26, 2019) 
Honourable François Angers, Q.C. 
Heather Black 
Gilles Bujold 
W. Keir Clark, Treasurer
Art Gallant
Sirpal Randhawa

The Directors meet as required to review grant  
applications and to determine investment and general 
administrative policies. One part-time staff member 
fills the role of Executive Director and administers the 
day-to-day operations. In December 2019, Monique 
McLeod retired as Executive Director and was replaced 
by Christa Greer. 

Revenues
The Foundation derives its revenues primarily from the 
interest on lawyer’s mixed trust accounts maintained at  
financial institutions. The interest calculated by the 
financial institutions is based on interest rates and terms 
negotiated by the Foundation. In general, the interest 
rates that the Foundation currently receives are equal to 
the prime rate minus a range of between 2.25% to 3.25%, 
with an agreed upon minimum rate. Basic service fees 
are waived by some institutions while others continue to 
deduct such charges. Monitoring and negotiation of the 
rates and fees continue both provincially and nationally. 
The national efforts are coordinated through the  
Association of Canadian Law Foundations, of which  
the Foundation is a member.

Grants Policy
The Foundation has developed a formal grants policy to be 
implemented in July 2020, however certain general guide-
lines and principles are normally observed. These are:

• Priority is given to projects and programs that of-
fer benefits directly or indirectly to the residents of
New Brunswick.

• Grants are normally made on a seed-money or
one-time basis with long-term commitments being
avoided.

• Any formula for the allocation of funds on a per-
centage basis among the several statutory objects
must be flexible enough to allow for unusual fluc-
tuations in revenues realized from year to year.

• Grants are normally given for a one-year period.
Extensions may be considered by the Board upon
request.

Grant Conditions
The Board attaches the following conditions to grants:

• The term of a grant is one year. Any undisbursed 
funds at the end of the year lapse. If the project 
extends beyond a year, the approval of the 
Foundation must be obtained to continue the 
approved funding for the following year.

• Funds are to be utilized in accordance with the 
budget submitted with the application. Any pro-
posed significant digression from the budget must 
be approved in advance by the Foundation.

• Any publicity or publication in connection with or 
arising from the project must indicate the 
Foundation’s participation.

• Upon completion of the project, a final report and 
financial accounting must be provided. If the 
project is to extend beyond a year, then a progress 
report must be submitted on the expiration of the 
first year.

• Approval of a grant is not to be regarded as 
representing a commitment of funding for any 
future requests to the Foundation.

“The public, especially individuals who cannot afford  
a lawyer, continued to benefit from the delivery of  
family law workshops around the province… 
Without the Foundation’s support, we would not  
be able to successfully pursue our special projects which 
benefit so many vulnerable individuals in  
need of legal information and services. Together we  
will make important strides in enhancing access to  
the justice system.”

—Public Legal Education and Information Service of 
New Brunswick
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Legal Aid
Legal aid in New Brunswick is funded by the Province 
of New Brunswick and through grants received from the 
Foundation. In 2019-20, the Foundation approved a grant 
in the amount of $200,000 to support family legal aid  
programs. 

Endowment Funds
In 1992, an endowment fund was created at each faculty  
of law at the University of New Brunswick and the  
Université de Moncton. The initial contribution was 
$300,000 with additional contributions made during the 
subsequent years. By 2006-07 the Foundation’s objective  
of $1,000,000 for each endowment fund was realized.

The endowment funds are managed by a Board of  
Trustees that includes a member of the Board of  
Directors of the Foundation. 

Scholarships And Bursaries
During the fiscal year, undergraduate scholarships 
and bursaries totaling $277,879 were awarded to law 
students at the University of New Brunswick and the 
Université de Moncton. 

The scholarship and bursary programs are funded by  
revenue generated by the Foundation’s Scholarship 
Fund.

The entrance scholarship I was awarded has given me 
the freedom to fully dedicate my time to my studies and 
volunteering without financial strain or concern. I’ve 
also been able to invest my time in founding an Animal 
Justice club to help educate the community about animal 
law issues. Your generous contribution towards my legal 
education is greatly appreciated.”

—UNB Scholarship Recipient

“I am currently in my second year of law at U de M… 
I dream of practicing law in the Moncton region. You 
have played an important role in helping me achieve 
this goal thanks to the generous scholarship from your 
organization. [Translation]”

—U de M Scholarship Recipient

Meetings Of The Board
The Board of Directors met twice during fiscal year 
2019-20 to consider grant applications and to review and 
formulate investment and administrative policies.

Financial Highlights

Revenue

Source 2019-20 2018-19

Interest from Lawyers’ mixed trust accounts $1,613,523 $1,429,316

Unclaimed trust funds 69,952 60,165

Interest from bank accounts 60,143 40,192

Interest from long-term note receivable 13,572 14,157

Investment income (loss) (110,469) 308,593

Total $1,646,721 $1,852,423

Expenses $130,270 $133,261

Excess of Revenues over Expenses $1,516,451 $1,719,162

Grants

Grants approved $952,264 $655,362

Subsidy to Scholarship Fund 33,700 35,300

Total Grants and Subsidies $985,964 $690,662

Loan To The Law Society Of  
New Brunswick
In August 2016, the Foundation renewed a loan to the 
Law Society of New Brunswick which had originally 
been made to assist in the financing of the acquisition of 
the Laws Society’s office premises. The loan, which is at  
market rates, matures in August 2021.

Reserve Fund
The Foundation has maintained a reserve fund to mini-
mize fluctuations in the funds available for distribution. 
The investment of this fund is professionally managed 
and the balance at the beginning of this fiscal year was 
$2,688,948. This year due to significant market volatili-
ty, there was an investment loss on the reserve fund of 
$92,618 bringing the balance of the fund to $2,596,330 at 
April 30, 2020.

Grants
During the year, ten grants for a total of $1,038,766 were 
approved to further the Foundation’s objectives within 
law-related projects. A list of these projects is provided 
at the end of this report. With an increase in the trust 
account revenues over the reporting period, the  
Foundation will continue to encourage non-profit 
groups to submit proposals that seek to advance access 
to justice for the benefit of the people of the province. 

“The Commission greatly appreciates this significant 
contribution to help us serve the citizens of New  
Brunswick. This will further enhance the Commission’s 
ability to fund family law for legal aid clients.“

—New Brunswick Legal Aid Services Commission
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Grants Approved in 2019-20

LAW SOCIETY OF NEW BRUNSWICK

Bar Admission Program 2019-21 $495,000

NEW BRUNSWICK LEGAL AID SERVICES COMMISSION

Family Legal Aid Program
To assist in the provision of domestic legal aid services to NB residents

$200,000

PUBLIC LEGAL EDUCATION AND INFORMATION SERVICE - NB

Core funding and Family Law Workshops $90,000

Advanced Health Care Directives Publication $26,746

UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK / FACULTY OF LAW

Pro Bono (PBSC UNB Chapter)
To assist in the provision of legal information services to deserving not-for-profit organizations and to those involved in family 
law disputes

$16,584

Summer Employment, Access to Justice Initiative
To hire two law students to work with New Brunswick Legal Aid to assist in the provision of legal information services

$17,700

UNIVERSITÉ DE MONCTON / FACULTÉ DE DROIT

Programme Pro Bono – Le réseau PBSC, UdeM
To assist in the provision of pro bono legal aid services to deserving not-for-profit organizations, and of legal information to 
those involved in criminal law matters.

$20,709

Société d’aide juridique étudiante (SAJE)
To assist in the provision of legal information to those involved in criminal law matters

$18,747

NEW BRUNSWICK REFUGEE CLINIC

To provide legal aid services to refugees $90,000

CANADIAN LEGAL INFORMATION INSTITUTE (CANLII)

Completing 50 Years of Primary Law Coverage for NB $63,280

TOTAL GRANTS $1,038,767

“We are happy to be able to provide better information to New Brunswick residents about the laws that  
govern them. We are grateful for the opportunity to work with supportive organizations that are passionate  

about making law and legal information available to everyone.”
— Canadian Legal Information Institute
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