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Message
from the Chair
As Chair of the New Brunswick Law Foundation, I am
pleased to present the Annual Report for the fiscal year
ended April 30, 2022.

The Foundation reviewed sixteen grant applications during
the 2021-22 fiscal year, of which fifteen were approved, for
a total of $773,108 in grants. Details of these programs and
projects are included in this report. I encourage those who
have innovative programs or projects that are in keeping with
the Foundation’s mandate to contact the Foundation office to
obtain more information. Application forms and guidelines are
available on the New Brunswick Law Foundation’s website at
www.nblf-fdnb.ca

The Foundation’s central focus is to receive and distribute
funding to support initiatives that will advance justice to
benefit the people of New Brunswick. Revenues are primarily
derived from interest earned on lawyers’ mixed trust accounts
maintained in financial institutions. The Board meets twice
during the year to review grant requests and to determine
investment and general administrative policies.

The accounts of the Foundation have been examined by the
accounting firm of Bringloe Feeney LLP. The audited financial
statements for the fiscal year form part of this report.

Revenues are tied to the prime lending rate set by the Bank
of Canada. The prime rate persisted for most of the year at
the historic low of 2.45% first reached in March 2020. As a
result, minimum rates of interest were in effect and revenues
were reduced to $713k from a 2019-20 high of $1.6M. This drop
in revenues over the past two years was less severe than
anticipated however, due to higher trust account balances
resulting from brisk business and real estate activity.

Finally, I would like to thank the Foundation’s Directors for
their time, interest, and collaborative spirit throughout the
year. I also acknowledge the ongoing support provided by
the Law Society of New Brunswick and its staff. I am
especially grateful for the essential and professional
support provided by our Executive Director,
Christa Greer.

To moderate the effect of downturns in revenues, the
Foundation maintains a reserve fund that is invested in
marketable securities with a wealth manager. Revenue
forecasts are closely monitored by the Board. The Foundation
anticipates that its revenues and conservative operating
costs will allow it to sustain current grant levels for the
foreseeable future.

Heather A. Black
Chair
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PURPOSE

The Directors meet as required to review grant applications
and to determine investment and general administrative
policies. One part-time staff member, Christa Greer, fills the
role of Executive Director and administers the day-to-day
operations.

The New Brunswick Law Foundation (Foundation) was
established in 1975 by an amendment to the Barristers’
Society Act (now the Law Society Act, 1996). By legislation,
this amendment directed that the interest earned on lawyers’
mixed trust accounts be paid to the Foundation.

“The launch of the UNB Legal Clinic is a significant development
for access to justice in New Brunswick. It will fill important gaps
in service for low-income people, including in areas of housing,
social benefits, and employment. We are very grateful to have
the New Brunswick Law Foundation as a partner in this project.”

The purposes for which the Foundation’s funds can be used
are stipulated by statute. These are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Legal aid
Legal research
Legal education
Law reform
Law libraries
Bursaries and scholarships for the study of law
All other things that are, in the opinion of the Board,
incidental or conducive to the attainment of the purposes
referred to above.

— UNB Faculty of Law

REVENUES
The Foundation derives its revenues primarily from the
interest on lawyer’s mixed trust accounts maintained at
financial institutions. The interest calculated by the financial
institutions is based on interest rates and terms negotiated
by the Foundation. In general, the interest rates that the
Foundation currently receives are equal to the prime rate
minus a range of between 2.15% to 3.25%, with an agreed
upon minimum rate. Basic service fees are waived by most
institutions while others continue to deduct such charges.
Monitoring and negotiation of the rates and fees continue
both provincially and nationally. The national efforts are
coordinated through the Association of Canadian Law
Foundations, of which the Foundation is a member.

“This gift is a significant sign of trust and an even greater support
for the pursuit of our objectives in development and excellence.
You are providing concrete support to talented and motivated
young people who are building our society for tomorrow.”
[Translation]
— Université de Moncton

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

GRANTS POLICY

The Foundation is administered by a board of directors
appointed by the Law Society of New Brunswick. Five
directors, including the chairperson, are required to be
members of the Law Society and two directors are
appointed as public representatives. At year-end,
the members of the Board of Directors were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Foundation funds projects and programs that are
consistent with its statutory purposes and offer benefits to
the people of New Brunswick. The Law Society Act, 1996
requires the Foundation use its funds for the purposes of
legal aid, legal research, legal education, law reform, law
libraries, and bursaries and scholarships for the study of law.

Heather Black, Chairperson
Gilles Bujold, Treasurer
Honourable François Angers, Q.C.
Michel Carrier, Q.C.
Art Gallant*
Holly Young*
Vacant position

The Foundation accepts grant applications in January and
May of each year for consideration by its Board of Directors
at regularly scheduled Board meetings. The Foundation may
fund projects and programs meeting these criteria that are
national or international in scope if they are also funded by
other law foundations, law societies or governments.

* Public representative
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MEETINGS OF THE BOARD

“On behalf of East Coast Environmental Law, thank you to
the Law Foundation for approving our grant application on
‘New Brunswick Coastal Law’. We look forward to the
opportunity to provide public legal education services
on this topic and sincerely appreciate the support of the
New Brunswick Law Foundation.”

The Board of Directors met twice during fiscal year 2021-22
to consider grant applications and to review and formulate
investment and administrative policies.

“In spite of COVID health guidelines and restrictions in attending
court, we have been pleased to have a training program that
is being well-received and to provide these essential supports
for women in court. Through this project, we identified related
support services that contribute to interrupting the cycle of
recidivism – addressing housing needs, addiction recovery,
mental health, and gender-based violence – that EFry NB and its
community partners have been able to provide. We are excited
about seeing this project reach out across our province. Thank
you to the NB Law Foundation for entrusting us.”

— East Coast Environmental Law
Grantees must be not-for-profit organizations. Grants will
not be made to an individual (except as the recipient of
a bursary or scholarship), government department or
commercial enterprise.
Successful Applicants will be required to enter into a letter
of agreement with the Foundation in a form approved by the
Board of Directors of the Foundation. The letter of agreement
will set out the terms and conditions governing the Grant.
Unless otherwise specifically agreed to by the Foundation
in extraordinary circumstances and set out in the letter of
agreement, the period for each Grant is one year and cannot
be renewed without reapplication by the Grantee.

— Elizabeth Fry Society of NB

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
REVENUE
Source

2021-22

Interest from Lawyers’ mixed trust accounts

$

2020-21

712,584

493,218

$

Unclaimed trust funds

15,553

48,165

Interest from bank accounts

20,254

22,039

10,912

12,968

148,405

984,071

Interest from long-term note receivable
Investment income (loss)
Total

907,708

$

Expenses

1,560,461

$

133,315

141,055

$

Excess of Revenues over Expenses

774,393

$

$

1,419,406

$

GRANTS
Grants awarded

741,508

$

Subsidy to Scholarship Fund

655,424

$

26,000

Total Grants and Subsidies

767,508

$
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33,300
688,724

$
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LOAN TO THE LAW SOCIETY
OF NEW BRUNSWICK

LEGAL AID
Legal aid in New Brunswick is funded by the Province of New
Brunswick and through grants received from the Foundation.
In 2021-22, the Foundation approved a grant in the amount of
$
200,000 to support family legal aid programs.

In August 2021, the Foundation renewed a loan to the Law
Society of New Brunswick. The loan is at market rates and
matures in August 2026. It had originally been made to assist
in the financing of the acquisition of the Law Society’s office.

ENDOWMENT FUNDS

RESERVE FUND

In 1992, an endowment fund was created at the faculty of
law at each of the University of New Brunswick and the
Université de Moncton. The Foundation initially contributed
$
300,000 to each fund and made additional contributions
during subsequent years. By 2006-07, the Foundation
realized its objective of contributing $1,000,000 to each
endowment fund.

The Foundation maintains a reserve fund to minimize
fluctuations in the funds available for distribution. The
investment of this fund is professionally managed and the
balance at the beginning of this fiscal year was $3,265,315.
The investment gain on the reserve fund was $134,532
bringing the balance of the fund to $3,399,847 at April 30,
2022.

Each endowment fund is managed by a Board of Trustees
that includes a member of the Board of Directors of the
Foundation.

I am very appreciative…

SCHOLARSHIPS
AND BURSARIES

“Your award…relieved a lot of financial stress and pressure that
I had been facing and allowed me to better focus on finding an
articling position and excelling in school. As an immigrant and
first-generation law student, these awards mean a great deal to
me and my family and I thank you for your generosity and aid!”

During the fiscal year, undergraduate scholarships and
bursaries totaling $283,400 were awarded to law students
at the University of New Brunswick and the Université
de Moncton. No allocations were disbursed to the Dean’s
Emergency Fund in 2021-22.

— Scholarship Recipient

The scholarship and bursary programs are funded by
revenue generated by the Foundation’s Scholarship Fund.

“Your generosity will allow me to pursue my dreams, and for that,
I cannot thank you enough. I only hope that one day I can help
someone as you have helped me.”

GRANTS

— Scholarship Recipient

Fifteen (15) grants were approved during the fiscal year,
for a total of $773,108 in grants to further the Foundation’s
purposes. These projects are described at the end of this
report. The Foundation will continue to encourage non-profit
groups to submit proposals that seek to advance justice for
the benefit of the people of the province.
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GRANTS APPROVED 2021-22
LAW SOCIETY OF NEW BRUNSWICK

NEW BRUNSWICK REFUGEE CLINIC

Translation of Discipline Committee Decisions

10,000

To provide legal aid services to refugees

$

Truth and Reconciliation Educational Videos

50,000

$

CANADIAN LEGAL INFORMATION INSTITUTE (CANLII)

NEW BRUNSWICK LEGAL AID SERVICES COMMISSION
Family Legal Aid Program

100,000

$

Extending Primary Law Coverage for NB
to 70 Years

200,000

$

63,898

$

To assist in the provision of domestic legal aid services to NB
residents
ELIZABETH FRY SOCIETY OF SAINT JOHN
Volunteer Court Liaison Program

PUBLIC LEGAL EDUCATION AND INFORMATION SERVICE – NB (PLEIS – NB)
Core funding and Family Law Workshops

90,000

$

SEXUAL VIOLENCE NEW BRUNSWICK
Toward Trauma-Informed Lawyering in NB

UNIVERSITÉ DE MONCTON - FACULTÉ DE DROIT
Programme Pro Bono de l’UdeM –
Le réseau PBSC)

74,000

$

76,500

$

CANADIAN INSTITUTE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF
JUSTICE (CIAJ)

18,238

$

To assist in the provision of pro bono legal aid services

Round Table on Jury Representation
Société d’aide juridique étudiante (SAJE)

15,000

$

18,747

$

To hire law students to assist in provision of legal information
services

EAST COAST ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
Understanding environmental impact
assessment law

6,031

$

UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK - FACULTY OF LAW
Pro Bono UNB Chapter (PBSC)

21,356

$

To assist in the provision of pro bono legal aid services

TOTAL

Summer Student for UNB Legal Clinic

9,679

$

To hire a law student to support development of a Legal
Clinic program
Summer Employment Legal Aid Services Commission

19,659

$

To hire law students to assist in provision of legal information
services
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773,108

$

